
 

 

Six Wives: The Queens of Henry VIII by David Starkey 

Profiles the six marriages of King Henry VIII against the political drama of the Tudor era,  

tracing his relatively stable twenty-four-year first marriage to Catherine of Aragon and  

subsequent whirlwind decade of new brides, including two who were executed.  942.052 S 

 

 

Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel 

Assuming the power recently lost by the disgraced Cardinal Wolsey, Thomas Cromwell coun-
sels a mercurial Henry VIII on the latter’s efforts to marry Anne Boleyn against the wishes of 

Rome, a successful endeavor that comes with a dangerous price.  FIC MANTEL 

 

 

The Other Boleyn Girl by Philippa Gregory 
The daughters of a ruthlessly ambitious family, Mary and Anne Boleyn are sent to the court of 
Henry VIII to attract the attention of the king, who first takes Mary as his mistress, in which 

role she bears him an illegitimate son, and then Anne as his wife.  FIC GREGORY 

 

 

Portrait of an Unknown Woman by Vanora Bennett 
In an epic tale set against the backdrop of civil-war torn sixteenth century Europe, portraitist 
Hans Holbein the Younger flees to the safety of Tudor England in order to escape artistic  
censorship, a refuge from where he paints two nearly identical portraits of Sir Thomas More’s 

family that reflect subtle but significant differences.  FIC BENNETT 
 
 
 

Winter King: Henry VII and the Dawn of Tudor England by Thomas Penn 
This compelling account of the founding of the Tudor dynasty profiles Henry VII as an  
enigmatic and ruthless king of a country ravaged by decades of conspiracy and civil war,  
providing coverage of the king’s leadership over the populace that considered him a  
pretender, the costs of establishing a Tudor monarchy and the ways he set the stage for Hen-

ry VIII’s reign.  942.05 P 
 
 
 

The Confession of Katherine Howard by Suzannah Dunn 

When Katherine Howard, the fifth wife of Henry VIII, is questioned about her love affairs, she 
implicates her ex-lover Francis, and, with him imprisoned in the Tower of London, her  

lady-in-waiting Cat Tilney, knowing the truth of Katherine’s past, must make a difficult  

decision.  FIC DUNN 
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The Queen of Subtleties by Suzannah Dunn 
Queen Anne Boleyn chronicles the impact of her three-year marriage to Henry VIII before  

being accused of adultery and sentenced to beheading, while the king’s confectioner Lucy 

Cornwallis witnesses the tragic events that culminate in Anne’s death.  FIC DUNN 

 

 

Innocent Traitor by Alison Weir 
This fictional portrait of Lady Jane Grey, the great-niece of Henry VIII, follows her turbulent 
life against the backdrop of Tudor power politics and religious upheaval, from her youth to 

her nine-day reign as Queen of England and its tragic aftermath.  FIC WEIR 
 

 

 

The Queen’s Governess by Karen Harper 
Befriending the doomed Queen Anne Boleyn after the downfall of Cromwell, squire’s daughter 
Kat Ashley agrees to become the governess of the young Elizabeth Tudor and endures the 
exiled princess’s harsh early years before her coronation and becomes a trusted confidante.  

FIC HARPER 
 

 

 

The Divorce of Henry VIII: The Untold Story from Inside the Vatican  

by Catherine Fletcher 
Traces the dramatic story of the Italian diplomat who negotiated Henry VIII’s divorce from 
Catherine of Aragon, tracing Gregorio Casali’s kidnapping, bribery and theft schemes while 
tracing his role in the religious schism that led to the formation of the Church of England.  

942.05 F 

 

 

Jane Boleyn: The True Story of the Infamous Lady Rochford by Julia Fox 
Provides a dramatic account of the turbulent and dangerous court of England’s King Henry 
VIII and his queens, as seen through the eyes of Jane Rochford, sister-in-law to Anne Boleyn 
and cousin to Katherine Howard, who served as a lady-in-waiting for five of the king’s wives, 

until she too ran afoul of the king’s rage.  942.502 F 

 

 
 

The Last Wife of Henry VIII by Carolly Erickson 
Presents a fictional portrait of the sixth and final wife of Henry VIII, Catherine Parr, following 
this alluring and resourceful woman from the intrigues and perils of Henry’s court to her  

rivalry with Princess Elizabeth for the affections of Thomas Seymour.  FIC ERICKSON 

 

 

Bring Up the Bodies by Hilary Mantel 
Depicts the downfall of Anne Boleyn at the hands of Henry VIII and Thomas Cromwell as Anne 
and her powerful family fight back while she is on trial for adultery and treason.   
FIC MANTEL 
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